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immediately in the centre of a large social circle, as they were both well known and much liked in Belfast before their marriage. One of their friends was George Fuller (the younger brother of Frederick Fuller of Cambridge, afterwards Professor^at Aberdeen), who came to Belfast as assistant to James Thomson soon after the latter opened his own office as an Engineer. This was the com-, mencement of a friendship which lasted through life. George Fuller, who was best man at his wedding, later on went to India. He and Thomson carried on a very interesting correspondence, and when James Thomson left Belfast in 1873 to occupy the Chair of Engineering in the University of Glasgow, Fuller succeeded him as Professor in Belfast.
About the time of his marriage James Thomson was appointed Engineer to the Belfast Water Commissioners, and he was from time to time consulted by various public boards in the North of Ireland with regard to the water supply of their towns. Meanwhile William Thomson had married Margaret Crum of Thornliebank, nearly a year before James married Elizabeth Hancock. William's last letter to his brother before his engagement may well be given here:—
"32 DUKE STREET, ST JAMES'.
Monday, June 21, 1852.
I arrived in London I believe this day fortnight, and ever since I came I have been very much engaged with seeing people, looking after instruments etc. I have not yet had time to do almost anything in the way of sightseeing and other London strangers' occupation. I have seen Faraday, Col. Sabine, and others of the ' savans' a good deal, and I was admitted as Fellow of the Royal Society at one of the meetings, which are now over for the season.
On Saturday last I had 3 hours talk with Faraday, and immediately after had a visit from Mr Tyndall (who has experimented and written on magnetism etc.) which lasted for about two hours. I found it very curious to compare the sort of arguments which had effect on the two, each considering as utterly unintelligible or inadmissible arguments on a certain point with which I believe the other was satisfied; and I think I succeeded in convincing them both of one conclusion which was contradictory to a good many assumptions that they and others had been making. I lived with Sylvester for four or five days after my arrival in town, during which time we had perpetual conversations, either on his algebraic investigations, or on the subjects of some of rny papers on electricity and magnetism which he has been reading.